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THE SWAY MACHINERY FEATURING KHAIRA ARBY THE HOUSE OF FRIENDLY GHOSTS, VOLUME 1
OUT FEBRUARY 8 ON JDUB RECORDS

BROOKLYN COLLECTIVE BUILDS MUSICAL BRIDGES IN MALI

The Sway Machinery—a Brooklyn-based collective that performs a cosmopolitan amalgam inspired by ancient Jewish Cantorial music, blues, afro-beat and rock—will release The House of Friendly Ghosts, Volume 1 February 8 on JDub Records. The new album, which features Timbuktu vocal superstar Khaira Arby, builds on the success of Sway Machinery’s previous recording Hidden Melodies Revealed that garnered critical praise from the Village Voice, SPIN and Very Short List, among others.
Chronicling Sway Machinery founder and mastermind Jeremiah Lockwood and company’s journey to Mali’s Festival in the Desert earlier this year (to which they were the first Jewish band to ever be invited) and subsequent collaboration with Arby, the album explores the ideas of diaspora, pilgrimage and spirituality by pulling together an array of content including Arby’s songs, Lockwood’s compositions and field recordings captured along the way. While at the remote festival gathering, the band performed with numerous Tuareg ensembles and watched as its broad base of influences meshed with those of some of the region’s most crucial artists.
The Sway Machinery consists of Lockwood (guitar and vocals, Balkan Beat Box), Stuart Bogie (tenor saxophone, Antibalas), Jordan McLean (trumpet, Antibalas), John Bollinger (drums, Barbez), Colin Stetson (bass saxophone, Arcade Fire). In addition to Arby, whose voice is featured prominently, The House of Friendly Ghosts, Volume 1 includes a diverse selection of special guests including original Super Rail Band guitarist Djelimady Tounkara, rising star Vieux Farka Touré, souko (one-string violin) master Zoumana Tereta, Gao-based Takamba band Super 11, as well as Sway Machinery’s extended Brooklyn family of Matt Bauder, Kenny Warren and Rich Stein. 

For Lockwood, The Sway Machinery is about excavating cultural history as a spiritual catalyst. Travelling to Mali and delving into the Tuareg musical and spiritual traditions, The Sway Machinery realized the parallels between their own lost Jewish traditions and the transmission of cultural knowledge amongst the Tamashek and Songhai people they lived, performed and travelled with while at the edge of the Sahara.
For more information, please contact 
Brian Shimkovitz or Carla Sacks at Sacks & Co., 212.741.1000, 
brian.shimkovitz@sacksco.com or carla@sacksco.com.
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